December 15, 2006

Dear Friend:

I am pleased to report that President Bush signed the Valle Vidal Protection Act into Law on December 12, 2006, making protection of the Valle Vidal from mineral exploration permanent.  The Valle Vidal is a national treasure and I am pleased its true values have finally been protected by law.  I congratulate all New Mexicans and the Valle Vidal Coalition who succeeded in making its permanent preservation a reality.  Drilling in our state's 'Valley of Life' would not have been a long-term, responsible energy strategy.

It is rare for an issue affecting our public lands to have such unanimous agreement from across the state and the country, but the Valle Vidal Protection Act enjoyed the bipartisan support of Representatives from across the nation and across the political spectrum.  Since I introduced the Act, H.R. 3817, on September 15, 2005, constant attention and action by the public and by preservation organizations helped to bring the issue to a level of national attention.  I am honored that our New Mexico Delegation was united together to usher the bill into law, and protect this state treasure forever.

I thank the countless New Mexicans who have worked tirelessly to ensure the permanent protection of this remarkable mountain basin for generations to come. Passage of H.R. 3817 is a testament to their efforts.  Community members near the Valle, sportspeople from around the country, and thousands of Boy Scouts who come every year to earn experience in the Valle Vidal all worked together to express their desire that this unique piece of land and its unparalleled wildlife populations be protected in perpetuity.

As we enter the New Year and the 110th Congress, I look forward to representing you as part of the new House majority.  I assure you that I will continue to work with my colleagues in Congress to pass sound legislation such as the Valle Vidal Protection Act.  As always, I welcome your comments and suggestions on any federal issue of importance to you.

Very Truly Yours,

Tom Udall

Member of Congress
